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ults in America

fs the alarm about new religious movements justified?

HE FATAL STANDOLIF NEAR WACO, TEXAS, PUT
the cult phenomenon on front pages in a WilY Mol
seen sinee the 1978 tragedy w Jonesiown. But

expens on cults — or "new religious movements,”

s st prefer — note that cults have been growing sweadily
iy e pust two decades, largely outside the media spotlight,

Grroups such as the Unification Church and the Church of rF[ H{‘] ISS'UE
L et Nt

soientology have become big businesses with complex

miernativmal networks. Crities of cults and familics of many - THE [0 by 387
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embiers say the groups use mind conrol 10 isolme adherents Bkt XD SH
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rom soviety, setting them up 1o be preved upon financially,
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pavehologically or sexually, Defenders cite First Amendment

_ R 41

riglus o freedom of religion and denounce the harsh tactics _
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weedd by deprogrammers who seek o “rescue™ cult members. ] .
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,CULTS [N AMERICA

Defining the Word ‘Culf’

Ies term “cult™ i more apt © be used by the news

medin or by families of people who've joined a new

group than by the so-catled cults themselves, "We re-
sent being included with cules,” says Jennine Fellmer, the
medin coordinator at the Maharishi Inteenacgonal Universi-
iy in Fuirhicld, lowa, which is operated by the Transcen-
dentul Medition movement. "A cult has a st of belielz
bascd on authorily and is separate from soclety. The dif-
ferenee 15 we have a ser of ideas that, though not yet ac-
copred, s deliberately  being put our For  scientific
eviludhion i an open sogiety.”

Many scholars of the subject prefer the terms “secs” or
new rgligious movements” w the word “cult” Webster's
New Collegiate Dctionary offers a broad range of defini-
tions for cult, ranging from the innocuouws — “a system of
religious belicts and ntual” — o the mildly pejorstive —

“nonunoriy celigious group holding beliefs regarded as

unurtuxlux or spuricus.”

(v acuvists working against culls perecived as harmful,
A clear disnnenon should be made betwsen a group's the-
olugy ur appeaninee and its behavior, “Cults differ from
new rehigions,” new political movements,” ‘innovative psy-
chotherapies’ and other ‘new’ groups,” writes Michacl D.
Lungune, executive director of the American Family Foun-
dation un Honita Springs, Fla., “in that [cults] 1end o use
manipulative wehniques of influence 1o subordinate the

well-being and psychological identities of Follinvers o the
leader's benefit. . .. Cults also dilffer from most conheriiarian
UTOups, for E_'l-i'.fjmpl{’:, boot CAMpr Or Cortame mmonasine o
ders, in thut the lauer are not deceptive about ther aatis,
tend 1o be contrctual mther than seductive, amd aee usogl-
ly accountable to higher aurthorinies.” |

“Totlist culis,” as the more ircaweming varnen e
termed, were defined at g 1985 conference of acadenus,
summarized here by University of Californn Los Angeles
puychiatry Professor Louis ). Wosl: A TR 40 v oneil
exhibiting 3 greal or excessive devoation ol detheation 1o
some person, idea, or thing, and cmploying unethical, or
manipulative or coercive echnigues of persision and
contral (eq. isolation from former friends and fannly, oo
bilitation, vse of pecial netheds e hedgiten soguaesalsian
and Et]b:-'.-r:n?il:nm:, powerfal soup prossues, mbonnation
management, promotion of wiil dependenoy om e aoop
and fear of leaving it, suspension of mdivwhoalny amd e
cal judgment, and so ond designed 10 wdvanee e gocls 1ol
the group's keaders, 1o the possible or actual deteiem o
members, their Bonilies, or the communny. 4

tE A, Keller and 5.1, Hevman, eds , froascevetneis s @ fueoead M
fice: A Sourrce ook (Yol 10), 199, @ 263

FiMare Galanrer, od., Culis aned Ml Meligeedes Weag et (L Mg
of the American Foyelieinic Assiad v L 10RY L 0 D

Hudm winesan an anticle co-authored
Dy Der Tuusbane, Habbi AL James Rue-
wLin Bolicving  they  possess  the
toth, they are mtolerant of other reli-
vy A weas, and see the worldd in
Balack-wlute, ws-thaem fenmns, perbaps
spciRingg ol otsiders s satansts "
sotme cules have expandel inte
At nuernauenal peowth indusiey with
mullns of  dollaes,”
notes I Lowis Jolyon West, a psy-
chuty professor at the University of
Cahforoe-Los Angeles (DCLAY aned a
nsrime olwerver of  culis, “What
cuneerns me mersasingly g the harm
oo e bers and their Bomilies. Par
s essentally lose a child w oo cule,”
I the sore=secretive cults, children
are aften schooled within a cordonead-
el t ::Jl‘l'l!mlllld, there 19 Laulsicle
pcdical care and births anel deaths go
unrecorded, The stite of Oregon spent
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hundreds  of thousands  of  dollars
caring for 51 children removed From a
cult called Feclesiy in 1985, Corporal
punishment within cults has been re-
porteel regnlarly by former members,
in ane case causing the beating death
aof 2 13-year-old boy,”

Cults ean also play havoe with iadi-
ol religious beliels, overwhelming
priests, rabbis and ministers with com
plaints from families of cult members.
A culthas to have original revelations,
A new (wist on realisy that no one else
has, its pawenied Cocn-Cola formula,”
says Tl Brooke, o former follower of
Indian gury S Baba who heads the
Chrstian  fundamenalist  Spiritual
Counterfeits Project in Derkeley, Calif,
“The revelator is ususlly a chiarismane
leacler, the group is exclusive and the
word is seen as 4 dangerous place.
The side effect is w blum e cntical

funcoommge amd croreal danking o
the follow ers ™

Wore culs aned culilihe
rarely evil oas then ontes rontaon
Ierweever, ot seoulld e
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wihn anvoone woutld g Cleadle Lhe
groups e e anrsenones T
whicle rewmn dhissalved mies o ek

light.” an LEvea-ohd cothusee ool
of atrending her fest Lectore iw Ui
Lang 1shinel-based sprond ol s
ness gury Fredenck Leng 1 saw Tos
Face chonge o an Indieg s, o
Buchdhist monk.
couldn’t waii o s i e

W s tore, gquestians bt wlen
consiiiles J eull Sron e soineg o
contmuing disagrecnient see stewn [
F906.) And oo runseeam rehiaos
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Currlieed fram B 400
there and in a seres of motel rooms,
tleprogrammers hired by her mother
arempted to @lk her out of her fail:.
On April 23 the jury acquitted two of
the deprogrammers of aiding and
abening, the kidnapping; the trial of a
thitd defendant ended in a mistrial, ¢
One expert witness at the wial was
James Lewis of AWARE, who in Octo-
Ler 1992 woured the Montana head-
quarers of Prophecs chusch, which

has stired controversy with its al-
leged arms purchases and doctrine of
a coming nuclear apocalypse. Lewis
vhserved the group's ceremonics,
schools, child care and its much-dis-
cussed bomb  shelter, He said he
found Prophet living in a small trailer
with her husband and prown daugh-
ters. “The nepgative press the church
... has received is grossly inaccu-
raie,” he says. “The assumption chat
it will be the nexl Waco is absurd.” »

-

QUILOOK

cligious Freedom

Il the magor religions started out

as cults, says Dean Kelley of the
National Council of Churches. ™ The
anti-cule cults say they're unnarer),
but it's wanic that as the new religions
progress, they  becoms  lsrger  and
more numerus and become pillars of
the comemunity, like the Monnans,”

[f the Col Awareness Network "had
Been areund in St Francis' time, " quips
Pewer Ross, a spokesman for the Unili-
catwon Church in New York City, “his
parents would have dialed 1-800-
CULTLINE. CAM would have designat-
ed Jesus s a cul leader,” ¢

[t s true that the major religions
were once culis, says psychologist
singer, but “ucross dme, they made
provisions for the suceession of power.
Andd they did oot remain at odds with
the surrounding legal entites. They
dropped ther deception. And they did
Aol remain at odds with the surround-
g populiden. They stopped treating
them as lesser beings ™

Rosedale of the American Family
Foundation recalls that a well-known
religrous schiolur was once asked why
the Jusuits were not considered a cull,
The answer, he said, is that no Gne ever
Became a Jesuit hy mistake.

"I s necessary woiaferm the ith-

ful, especially the young, o put them
on their guard, and even o ecnlist
professional help for counseling, le-
gal protection, ewc.,” warns the Cath-
olic Church's statement on culls, Yet,
It continues, "we cannot simply be
satisfied with condemning and com-
bating the sects... . The challenge of
the new religious movements is w
stimulate our own renewal for a
freater pastoral efficacy.”

The fact that maoy mainstream
churches make common cause with
cults o defend freedom of religion is a
source of frustration to anti-calt acriv-
ists. “T's (liscouraging that so many
churches don't want w deal with the
cult situation because they're afraid it
will boomerang on them,” says Kisser
of CAN. "And as long as the govern-
ment and nstitions we charge with
protecting our rghts continue o per-
mit 3 climate where cults can {lourish,
they will continue.™

The human-rights vialatons of culis
occur, she adds, "because government
doesn’t take responsibility, They accur
not because the cult leader loses his
emprer but because the arganizatons
systematically and methodically abuse
people. Like the sitvation with illegal
drugs, we won't ever toally eradicare
cults, and in a pluralistic society we
can't legistate them oul of existence,
But with proper education, we ¢an cut
down on them."”

Generally speaking, “The public
shrugs the whole thing off " says psy-

chiatry Professor West. “The media
think leultsl belong on the eligious
pages = and religious editges wie not
investiganve reponers. Unless some
religious leader knocks off Y13 people
inone day, ittends o be ignored.”

Groups that are often consicered
cults, meanwhile, have cominued ex-
panding their presence moused the
world. The Hare Krishnas amd e
scientologists, for example, have os
tablished a strong presence in lseacl 1
recent years. Last swmmer, the Baapn
an Parliament devoled o session
dealing with sects and new religious
movements, This December, 2 conun-
gent from The Family, muany of thom
children of the original Children of
Gad members from the vinly 1971k,
sang for President George Bush and
Mrs. Bush at the White House,

Chechs and HBualunces

“In the short run, 'm optimisie thi
we'te inaking inroads with pubilic eduy.
cation,” says Marcia Rudhin of the Luer-
nationa] Cull Education Prowcirm. "1t
inthe long run, 08 ke asking, Lo vou
think we'll cure cancer” We aoke
progeess, but the cults keep sty
ing, with new pitches and new peopice
There always will be people widling s
take advantage of ather people. Al
Oow we have second-penerigon n-
nipulators,  Udlike wab ealvbsis
pricsts, cults have no one supervising
them, We need some checks and bl
ances, even if these sometimes 0],

The Cult Avwarcness Network advises
famities of people in cults 1 record the
names, addresses and phone aumlie s
of persons associated with the cult, and
1o keep a chranology of evens and rel-
evanl news clippings. Never  wend
money [ the cult member, o advises,
but rather non-cush gifes such as cloth-
ing and non-refundable airlie tokos.
Do continue fo communigae

When canfronted with strect e
criters, “Don’t alk owah steangos
aboner your spirual life,” advises i
newstemer of the Spiituad Counier-
foits Project. “You should oo o
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