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Ay serious resscher in the ares of cults can
easily documens the tact that leaders and members
of destructive culus and thewr front organizations
have interacied in an orgamzed manner for munual
benefit for some ume. These groups have left a
irai| of eonvienons thal elearly reveal the cryrmunal
overanes 1o thewr acoviues, Law enforcement and
e cormmunry 3t large shouwld now begin oo visw
desgucgve oudis as pon-Tadioonal organized crirmi-
el groups.

Convicnons linked 1o these desmuctive culis

and thar front groups inelweae, bur are not limdted
o, drug offenses, weapons offensss, frasdulent
fund-raising acuvibes, mx fraud. conspiracy, and
threarzning the lire of tie President of the Lladred
Stoees, These crimes have ocourred both in Lhe
Urnted States and aoeead,

Thess desoucnve culls ame witerrelated eougn
an elabormte netwark of front groups that pract-
cally regqure a Mow chart 1o comprehend. For
exanmple, the Unaficadgon Church of Sun Myunz

Meaon (alse known 25 the Holy Spinit Association
for the Unificabion of Werld Chnstaniry) has nes
10 the Coalition for Religiow Freedon the Wis-
consin Comumties on Rebpious Libertv, the
Amencan Freedom Coalivon. and the World
Council for Rengious Freeoom, The Church o
Scientology simularty nas ues 1o the Coaliton v
Religrous Freedom. the Wisconsin Communes on
Religious Liberty, and the Frnends of Freedom.
Creater Grace World Ouwreach has nes 1o the
Friends of Freedom. The Inemantional Society for
Krnshna Conscicusness ithe Hare Knshnag), the
Church of Scemology, Greater Grace Werld
Ouereach and ceran Trons Erougs mendoned above
(including the Coaliven for Religious Freedom,
the Wisconsin Communes: on Religious Libery,
the Amencan Fresdom Coalition. and the Frisnds
of Freedom) all spensor the Relimious Freedom
Projza1. And the imncacy of the relavonships
among the destuctive cults poes far beyond this,

Alvays seeking w advance ther common
agenela, this consoraum of destructve culis has
seired upon the 15sus of satanism, and fought 19
gan a foothald in the law enforcanent comumi-
nity on the basis of thus wpic. [t i3 crucial 1
desmructiva cules that their front grougs be viewsd
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as the only valid sources for informa-
tion on satanism, and that law enforce-
ment be discouraged from locuting eruly
reliable sources for information and
fralning on sEanism. Any Source oul-
side of this consortium’s control with
which law enforcement might become
Forrnbiay 18 braded 23 promoting = Chais-
tian faneasies of what people think sa-
wanism would be like™ and fesding on
“upreliable information” and “public
hysieria,™ as Donald Sills asserted in a
meent eommentary in these pages
{"Bedeviling Questions aboul Work-
shops,” Law Enforcement News, Dec.
13, 1990). There are some interesting
reasons for this posigon.

First, these desoroctve cults must
thwan the development of investiga-
tive 1echniques conceming the crimi-
nal activites of destructive cults. Care-
ful research ine all of the dimensions
of satanismas a movement in this coun-
try will evenually lead 10 more thor-
oueh investgation by law erforcement
of thuse aspects thar are criminal in
narure, Just as successful investigative
techniques conceming gang-related
criminal activity had to evolve before
major successful prosecutions could
occur, 30 must this avénue pow be
undertaken with respect o cult-linked
crimes. However, as samnically-inked
cult crime becomes more clearly iden-
tified and the mvestigadve techniques
are perfecied todeal withit, this creates
a threat 10 the consortum of destructive
cults. Should desmuctve cults come (o
be viewed as the organized cruminal
groups that they muly are, techniques
developed o deal with satanic and hate
crimes could be effectively used o
interfere with their operations as well.

Sscond, law enforcoment has to

some degree already ivestigated the
link berween saanic activiny and crime,
and this rype of investigation is kel y w
condmpe. It i ool wthe consomium
of destructive cults tat they achisve 3
position through frons groups as a de-
finidve source on saanisa, and thasby
effectively elimnate wuly credible
sources that might also have mforma
tion abgut the desmuchve cults® own
crimamal actvities, The Cult Aware-
ness Network, for exansple, has fon-
mributed information and supplicd wil-
nesses and informanid i the oS
which have assisted in sudcassiu prose
eurion of the criminal 2c1s of cult lea!
ers and members, As Mors Cases wnne
cerming satanism are making their way
into the couns, the nesd for tas type of
service is becoming evident, In 196,
the Maine Supreme Coust ruled in
Maine v, Waterhouse thar evidence of
satanism and 2 defendant’s belief in
satanism coubd be a relevant factor in
proving the identty and intent of the
perpetrator of the srangulition killing
of a 12-year-odd gurl.

Third, this stmtesry also allows a
certan amount of disinfnaton and
propaganda 1o be dissermmited which,
in the long run, can helpthe cults influ-
ence others, including represcniatives
of povermmental agencies

The dstuctve cules will continee
tobe encouraged nacling us organized
criminal grougs as bong a3 they can find
unwitting allies among respeciable
professionals, including thuse in law
enforeenent. CAN urges a close ex-
amination of those ergandzations thar
purpart 10 defend relipious freedom
and to promote idealism when in a3
this may be a veneer for sell-gratfica-
ton, power and frnancial pain,
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Cult Awareness Nervork, a nonprofit educasional
orpanizanion dedicated 1o promonng public awire-
aess of the harmyd efecrs of mind cowral, )



