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—Shqf of Drug Kil_is Tusko

Iiy Cluire Comlcy

A cood . pound resparcls
"t TATE TR hiy 18 for IO
ence Friday

Puovlen, e Hereareoid
male plephant being board-
Iy the Qklahoma City

Jued shortly aftor in-

wn  with  an  exper-
imendal drug which  has
born admumsicred ta hu-
mans 10 induce mental ill-
ness for siudy purpotes,

The drug s LSP, Iy
eorpic aond  dirthylamade.
Tuska & Feacngn wis
vemplele whack 10 acien-
it whe atramoted 10 save
nis life _

e, LT, West, prafegs
o ol psvemairy at yhe
Umveraly  of Oklahoma
tnrdicel sehnol, who has
Been directing o series of
rapfriments for which 1he
anmmal was brought here
[rem IMhoealx, sa:d the dos.
aze wat 3 grams,

Thas 15 much larger than
the proportionate  human
e bul 5 parcent smalls
riv than the drawape ratio
ior mmemberd of (he eat
Iamuly, whote reaction to
120 has been extensively
ctudied, he 1aid, .
B Dr. West 43id he and Dr,
Chester Pierce, chiel of

[fsstevyed mn Pasm 3, Colaerm 11

had taken LSD prior to
= Tusko's injection.




CONTINUED Fidd FAJE OwE

peychiatry at Vaterans Ad-
minisiration hospital., had
raken LSD prioe lo Tusko's
Injecteon. A dose [rom the
samge baleh af the chemis
ecal piven to Tuske was in-
jected [n one of the Zoo's
large "cats" with no Ir-
reversible results.

The drug produces .8
temporary mental [llness,
similar to schircphrenia.
Paychiatrlsty and other re=
searchers often take JU for
a selfestudy of the mental
condition.

Animals* have been In-
¢luded in the studles, but
this wag the {lrst altempt
te glve LSD 1o an elephant.

Dr. Woest - believes an
elephant brain s s=imilar
to & human 4Hrain, ond
much larger, making study
sasier,

The retearchers were
also interested In a unique
‘mental llness of all male
elephants, whicn occurs

periodlcally. .

The psychidirisis hoped
that rrudies of this cplsedie
madnsrs, called "musth™,
1 wouwld give clues to certain
types ol acute recurring
psychoses In humans.

we#n an clephant ex-
periences this yearly im
sanity, he becomes en-
raged and agparently ln-
toxicated for approxXimater
Iy lwo weeks, then grade-
ally returms to normal.
The pgychiatrisis theorized
that (his reaction might
be. golated 13 & secres
ticwyy_of the temporal
gland, located on the slde
¢f the elephant's head,
which produces a brown
sticky fuld during the
muith peried.

They now feel this fluid
may be simiar 1o LSD,

"The fantastic senaltiv.
Iy shown by Tuske “te
L5D, from which he cols
tapsed within flve minutes,
way_#a moest unfortunare
but ‘extremely valuable
finding from the point of
vlew pf gcience,” Dr. West
dec -

Ha pointed out that bull
elephants, when 1hey
reach sexual maturify af
the age of nine or 10, be-
come unmanagesble-and
generally have to be de-
siroyed

“If the fluid in the tem-
poral gland s the cause of
thiy, we could remove the
gland in young male ele-
phantt and be abls to
keep them."

He also -reminded thal
the, anatomical structure

of the beasty prevents cas-

-tration so they can be gen- .

tlad- and raized ns steers.
Ah _ autopsy wiy per

Jrcgues, prolessor of
pathology at the OU med-
[ =] school and membert
of his staff,

“The mysterious 1empors
al gland was removed and
body flulds were collectad
for chemical gnalysls.
Cause of death wajy reports
ed as anoxia from sparma
which cloded the luge
benst's throat.

Tusko fell approximately
[lve minutés alter the in-
jection. He was detcribed
ez “intoxicated” for =a
ghort while untll he. lost

muscular cbnlrol, -

Judy, the zoo's 15-vears
old female elephant, went
1o help her companion.
" "She thought he waa
ek, Dr, West explained,

alephants. They Ty to belp

formed by Dr. Willlam E.x

"This i{s characteristic of

Tuske Drops Dead

sick anfmals, but if 8 mem-
ber of the hord diet, they
go away and feave him.”
Judy seemned disturbed
at  first,” byt later went
about her usual pursuits,
cating hay and bathing
hersell from & pool.

“Wa wiil pel her antlher
malte 41 $00Nn A3 we O

‘Dp: Warfeh Thomas, To,

director declared.

Of Tusko, Dr. Thomas
remarked Yhe wii no toy.
He was getting hard to
manage and had to be
handled gtrictdy [rom a dis-
tance. He might have been
a potential kller.”

The animal had received

an injection of an antl- |

bigtic the day before In
preparation for the tesls,
and suffersd no i1l effects,

Dr. Thomas expressed
surprise that sueh & small
dose could kill the massive
beast.

‘He remarked that & se=
search project he did fov
the government of Bech-
uanaland, Alricz, & year
agc was an effort to find
a drug that eould kil ele-
phants, -

There the benits are &
problem. They eat &nd
trample the crips.
harsh-crack of a rifle soats
ters the herd and [t is hard
to kill more than one gr
Lwo. i

"We Lhoaght I we coald
thoot a drug from an aif
rille with a very low re-
port, it would be possible
to get more of the herd In
one place."

He reportad using o very
potent drug, 20 ¢ ¢.’s of
sucenyl choilne, emough to
Kl 30 to 40 antelope or
deer. He said it took 30
mintes for the drug to kil
one of the beasts, &3 op-
poted to Tusks's extreme
sensitivity to LSD
- "Maybe LSD .ould be
a2 more effective way of
destroying herds In coun-

_ tries where they ‘are 2

problem,” he suggeried,

The dosage Tusko re-
celyed wat less than an as-
pirin tablet.

Dr,. West sald that 23 a
result bf the unexpected
fataflity his depariment
wotld  send notices 10 I'-
jenreh centery using the
drug on homans warning
apuinat orerdosing.

The,




