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CAN visits Congress to speak out on
health needs of ex-cult members

Members of the Cull Avaweness INcl-
weh o] with hundreds ol other medi-
widuals Tron doeens of publie mievest
srvmps o Ny 19 10 participate im
Maticnra] Mental Health Constituency
[ v,

Drawidd J, Baoclin, CARN'S Washingion,
0,0, commsel, Cynthig Kisser, CANS
executive darector, memlues of CAN'S
Washington, 120 affifiate, meluding
Aan Limderen, Jon Buth and Rudy
Arkin, wned CAN member Dry Bdward
1 ewtiek, partcipnted on behalf of CAN
i ke awtiy ey spranseredd by the Muenial
HMealih Ddsai-ens Gooup, of which CAN s
el

The CARN delesation attended 2
Wlene Dloeas b ting, by oo obbiciils
o ke statoe ol hendih celonn lesslaion,
T proposaed Pleadth Seeunty Act and
v mentl 1liness s substance abuse
provisions were discussed by mental
Mealth slvecsie Tipper Gore and other
afenuestyative siakl,

The delesation then visted mcmbers

o the LS. Senate o House of Begpre-
sortatpees and thair s1uits W aree them o
beeome aware af the needs of former
epll members m Bnalizing their respec.
five pasiticns of the proposcd health care
plan thas Congress will consider later
ihis year.

CAMN': voncerns on (his wopie

cmbrace medical amd mental el
necds of alb ex-membors ol desdresc e
el
«When they Teseve, Tornwer cnll i
Bers sie Dighile s Bave medaeal ool
severe menta] health comditens Aoy
new insumee nney oaclide soch coindy
ticis ns TpE-exslmg,
cemttniesel e phagze

Aven Lincgren, fermmer OUAN prosidons, waili
Yencirr Mark Moarforid, Qe e fiy el

Senntar Tonr Heeban, (foni, aledives aof o
Beedide pesesree e Jreeneding peapis

Send a maiigrom to Washingfon!

June 1 - June 30

Let Congress know about the
health care needs of formner cult memiers.

Sercd o mailgrerm o your Congressman
just by calling Western LInion
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Your mailgram of support is a powertul and compelling tool,
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« Their cult group may have denicd
them v discouraged them from getting
proper health care, They almost cerlain-
Iy leave with no inSUrANCE COVErage.

« They may be impoverished and
have children to support. They may be
alicnated from their familics and have oo
support from fumily or friends close by,

« Confusion about what heppened 0
them in the cult group may inlerfers
with their secking proper health assis-
tance for u long time, exacerbaling
unirzated health problems.

» Ex-cult members dre prone 10 move

often, and change jobs as they roouver
from the distress and contusion thatl typ-
ically cxists afier leaving a destructive
cult, They often have to entér the work
torce at the cntry level where employers
may provide ne health insurance.
Health insurers are lisble 10 rate them as
part of a high-risk, high-cost perfor-
MANGe Froup.

Health care veform that cffectively
addresses the needs of these former
members should be comprehensive,
without restrictions for “pre-existing”
conditions, and with flexible and trans-

ferable benefits. Mental health benefins
should be on a par with mwedical bene
fits, with no arbitrary limits, Any fund-

- ing for mental bealth rescarch should

nclude provisions for research on recov-
ery from disorders and diswess affecting
those leaving destructive calis.

To effectively highlight the health
care necds of ex-cult members. CAN is
sponsoring a mailgram campaiign o
Congress in Junc. See detailz in
ANMOUNCETIGNT 0N Paps nd. &

Lir. Eelword Lenick (righe) with 85 Cukie, alde 10 ConRgressutan
Harrig Welford, DeForpsyivania.

David Bardin, Eig. (loff) with Mike Foerm, CEO of the National

Mental Hoalth Astociation foenigr) ard Al Grrda, Vice President nf
ihe Narionad Mental Health Aszoctation, dircwssing Nutiend Men-
fer! Health Constitwency Day.

Australia officials seftle

conlinued from page 2

tices invelving children as well as poor
schooling, isolation and other harsh
wearment 1o which they supposedly are
subjected. Much of the information was
gleaned fram the Family's cwn pam-
phlcts and trom former members,

Spokesmen for the Family say the
setlement shows that despite the White
Book, the depuriment (acked evidence Lo
muake its cose. They also say the Family
ray sue the depaniment and would also
consider calling for a public inguiry into
the department’s conduct in the case,
Spokesmen for the department have
declined 10 comment.

The department’s decision w reach a
seitlement reportedly came after Aus-

traliz*s minister for Community Scr-
viges, Michael John, overruled D John
Palerson, the départment scoretary.
Paterson favered pursuing the case. In o
press statement, John said: “The depart-
mant's objective of ensuring the children
were not subject W extreme secial isola-
tion and inappropriate child rearing
praclices has been achieved by the terms
of the settlement.”

The Family was founded as the Chil-
dren of God more than 20 years ago by
David “Moses™ Berg. The Family has
followers in the United Siates, Canada,
Ausztralio and Burope. During the 1970z
and 1980s the group gained notoriety for
using sex a5 a method of recruiting or

gaining support for the organization.
Many past church pamphlets also
inelude sexually segaestive materials,
including diseussions of adulls hiving
sox with children and children baving
sox with other children.

{From "Childeen of God may sue”
and “Spotlight is now on the depart-
ment” by Alex Messina, The Age, April
23, 1994; “Secret Cabinet deal killed
Family case,” by Alex Messina, The
Age, April 30, 1994, p. 3; "3l in the
dark over the “Family” rads™ by Chns
Cigddard, The Age, May 6, 1994, p. L5
and CAN research.) )



